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Instructions

Solutions for the warm-up tasks and calibration sets for
student one and student two are listed on the following pages
to ease the time needed to complete this calibration session.

1. Read and score the two warm-ups. Make sure the Vermont
Elementary and Middle Level Mathematics Portfolio Scoring
Guide you are using is dated September 1997, October
2006, or August 2007. (The October 2006 and August 2007
versions include some new language for clarification but do
not change any of the performance criteria.) You should also
have the Vermont Mathematics Portfolio Assessment
Achievement Levels at the Individual Task Level dated
October, 2006 to refer to as you assess each task. (Two
changes and a grade leve! have been made to the original
document:

Nearly Meeting the Standard, Mathematical
Representation, second and third grade-the achievement
level expectation is now Level 2 and not Level 3. The grade
four achievement levels are also included on this document.)

2. After scoring the warm-up tasks, read the rationales that
follow the tasks. Check your scores against these to look
for areas of understanding and misunderstanding. You are
now ready to calibrate.

3. Read and score calibration sets for student one and student
two.

It is important, when you review the results of this calibration, to
recognize that your percentage of agreement should not be



equated as a "pass/fail” paradigm. Rather, look for trends in your
scoring where your scores regularly disagree with the rationales.
Investigate the benchmarks, portfolio assessment handbook, or
network materials for guidance. Inexperienced scorers should not
be discouraged by low-levels of agreement.



Solutions for 2007-08 Calibration tasks

First Grade
Warm-up Tasks
Warm-up 1: Beads in a Bow!
Possible Solution:
6 beads were in the bowl.

Warm-up 2: Worms for Baby Robins
Possible Solution:
70 worms

Calibration Solutions for Student 1
Piece 1: Birds in Trees

Possible Solution:

18 birds ‘

Piece 2: Triangles and Squares
Possible Solution:
Yes for triangles; no for squares

Piece 3: Patty's Pennies
Possible Solution:
2 pennies

Piece 4: Blocks in a Bag
Possible Solution:
Green

Piece B: Peanut in Hands
Possible Solution:
Yes



Calibration Solutions for Student 2
Piece 1: Baking Pies

Possible Solution:

2 pies

Piece 2: A New Kitty
Possible Solution:
4 sides of 2 units; 2 sides of 1 unit and 2 sides of 3 units

Piece 3: Apples and Bananas
Possible Solution:
Banana

Piece 4. A Cat
Possible Solution:
Answers will vary depending on the data collected

Piece 5: Matt's Money
Possible Solution:
Brett is not correct
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Warm-up Tasks:
Beads in a Bowl
Worms for Baby Robins
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Beads in a Bowl

The first friend takes 2 beads out of the bowl. The second friend
takes 2 beads out of the bowl. The third friend takes 2 beads out of
the bowl. There are no more beads in the bowl. How many beads were in

~ the bowi? Show and +ell how you know.
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Worms for Baby Robins

It is spring and there are 2 baby robins in a nest. Mother robin is busy
~ feeding the baby robins. Each baby robin eats 2 worms in the morning.
Each baby robin eats 3 wornis in the afternoon. How many worms does
~ the mother robin need to bring tc the nest to feed the 2 baby robins
for one week? Show all your mathematical thinking.
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